Peño’s ceramics succeeds in Vallauris
Tomás Paredes
It has only taken two years to get from his studio in Villafranca de los Caballeros to Vallauris,
where he has been awarded the Prize for Best Young Artist under 35 in the XXIInd Biennial. He
is the only Spanish ceramist taking part in this international festival, which holds seven
exhibitions in different spots of this French city, such as the Magnelli Museum, where the
awarded works are displayed.
Born in Toledo in 1983, Gregorio Peño has obtained a remarkable success in contests and
biennials: Aurelio Blanco, City of Majadahonda, first prize at Jóvenes Creadores de Castilla-La
Mancha for young artists and, now, the climax of his youth, this special prize at the Vallauris’
Biennial that establishes him within the elite of ceramic sculptors at the age of 29.

Peño is part of a group of young artists that continue growing by leaps and bounds and are
already a reality with a promising future, like Hugo Fontela, Pedro Paricio, Albano, Freeuno,
Díaz-Alamá, Lidia Toga, Diego Vallejo and Beatriz Kissing.
Fallen in love with abstraction and close forms, his works are based on concepts of elegance,
magic and mystery. Provided with outstanding skills and techniques, he knows the fire, steals it
like Prometheus to give it to mankind, mixing it with earth, water and wind to create symbolic
objects of austere beauty by leading the four elements on this same Promethean way. His
success is not a surprise, it is a consistent joy.
His works are beginning to find a regular place in smart collections. Prices: EUR 800-2500. A
bargain that will soon be unavailable!
Peño stands out already as one of his generation’s most brilliant sculptors. He draws,
researches, assembles and looks for new structures to give support to his ideas. The austerity
of his concept and his magnificent realization are outstanding.
The International Biennial of Vallauris, the town whose name was placed on the map by Pablo
Picasso, was created in 1966 to promote ceramic creation as a part of the world of
contemporary art. In 2006, the decision was taken to dedicate this competition to the member
countries of the European Union, thus becoming the most important award of its kind.

